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Update on the dogs’
mass poisoning

By BRIGITTE GOMM
Dog and Cat Samui Rescue

The “good” news is
that in the last sev-
eral weeks, we've had
“only™ two casualties
as a result of the poi-
soned food. Four more
dogs died in temples
we provided with

the same dry food

-- bringing to 49 the
number of dogs that
died from that horrible
incident.

Unfortunately Melchior and
Birli didn’t make it despite the
most intense care, We are so
sorry for them and continue o
mourn the 47 sher victims of
the poisened food.

Wolunteers Jay and Linda
have shown great commitment
and efforts and immediately
started treating all the temple
dogs with the necessary medi-
cing against the acute poison-
ing once they had collected
and removed the poisoned dog
food from the temples, As the
girls have won over the trust of
a large number of the monks
in the last few years, many of
them were willing 1o help by
administering the medicine
themsclves,

Jay and Linda managed 1o
save the lives of all the dogs
concerned. At the temples the
dogs usually get the leftovers
of the food brought in for the
maonks, which means that at
maost temples they do not exclu-
sively eat dry food.

In the rescue center all our
300 dogs get protective medi-
cing for the liver and special
pills for building thrombolytic,
Al the moment, we have five
critical cases, bul we are posi-
tive we can save them. 1'm sure
you appreciate the fact that it is
very time-consuming to provide
every dog with medicine. 1 ap-
pealed to all our helpers to be
very carcful with the distribu-
tion of the pills.

I told them that the dogs
would die if they didn't get
their medicing every day. I'm
hoping that our employees are
“good Buddhists™ who do not
want to go into their next life
with a couple of dead dogs on
their scoreboard!

Ower the last few years | did
get the impression that many of
our helpers are serious beliey-
ers. They went 1o the temple on
every oceasion, and often came
back unrecognizable as they
had shaved completely in order
to turn all the evils from them!
That's how 1 understood it any-
way; my personal knowledge of
Buddhizm is rather superficial.

Biirbel and Giinter kept an
eve on the daily distnbution of
the required medicine, Some

days ago, they left for Germany
and they were very pleased
that the siteation in the DRCS
has stabilized and the risks and
dangers for the dogs seem to
be over. They will return in
autumn, and [ will miss them
a lot at the shelter. During the
difficult hours, when every day
dogs were dying in their arms,
they were extraordinary help-
ers. OFf course, some of their
special darlings died as well,
and [ am so glad that they could
cope with it all. Believe me, it's
been horrible 1o watch all this
happening and not being able to
come up with a solution.
Thankfully Rainer from
Crermany 15 back on the island
for about two months and
comes to the DRCS every
day, so that Barbel and Giinter
could “hand over” some of
their special darling dogs. In
the last years he has proven to
be a responsible helper, being
able o work independently. |
am always glad to have a “spy™,
s0 o speak, at the center. This
must be a volunteer who knows
the workflow in the DRCS and
is able to check whether things
hawve been done well. He has ar-
rived on the island just in time.

The husky breeder in Bang-
kok lost all of his 14 huskies.
He 15 very sad but, on the other
hand, very keen that evidence
will be provided, proving that
the poisoned food was the
reason behind the Dogs’ death.
His huskies had a value of Bt |
million (25,000 euros). One of
his costumers lost three huskies
and one Golden Retriever. One
husgky in a critical condition is
in the Chula Animal Hospital
and is on a drip.

The husky breeder con-
tacted the Office of the Con-
sumer Protection Board and the
Livestock

Department afier he had
analyses of the dog food per-
formed in a scientific labora-
tory; they showed that the
samples checked contained
260 ppm {pant per million) of
aflatoxin. The maximum quan-
tity allowed for humans is 20
ppm. | do not know the rate for
animals, but it is certainly not
as high as that!

Mow an official examiner
of the 5G5S who is responsible
for the South must come and
pick up the sacks at our place or
check them right here (7). We
greatly hope that this will be the
last and definite confirmation
that our dogs had died because
of this food.

This is something 1 do not
doubt at all ... Unfortunately
we must pay fior his travel cost
amnd the tesis! In Thailand this
shouldn't be so expensive,
though. Evidently, the husky
breeder hasn't got 50 much
money and is very happy that
I helped him. [ suppose you
agree with me that all this is

waorthwhile so that we can final-
Iy stop and destroy the business
of this food manufacturer.

We were not really suc-
cessful with our claims against
the manufacturer. The boss no
longer answers the phone--
whichever phone number you
try to call from. Consequently
{and not

unexpectedly!) he has not
refunded us the 2500 curos
(Bt106,000) as promised for the
food we had ordered and paid
for, in advance. The accounting
department in his company was
given no instruction (o isswe a
bank transfer for the Bul 06,0040,
Besides, nobody in the firm
knows where their boss is.....

So where 15 he? Who
knows, he might have even
gone to a temple.

OF course the 200 sacks of
adulterated food are still lyving
around in our shed. Just before
the contact broke completely,
the “boss™ had told us that his
food was okay!

The new consignment
seems to be okay. Dr. Sith spent
a whole day checking eight
sacks: four were okay, and four
weren't! With all the hubbub
of carrying sacks to and fro we
mixed remainders of the highly
intoxicated food with the new
sacks. On some of the sacks
are codes where vou can see,

o which consignment they be-
long; but there are many sacks
without... As some of the sacks
of the new consignment were
intoxicated as well, | suppose,
that the manufacturer unloaded
his toxic remainders on us; he
had the production changed, as
lie hiad obviously realized him-
=elf that something was wrong
with the maize.

Whatever, one day we are
going 1o bum all the sacks
in front of our shelter. That's
where we usually burn wood
and dry leaves. 1 will make a
picture as evidence!

From their emails, our
fricnds prefer that these adulter-
ated food be destroved than run
the risk of having other animals
eat it in the future. So | suppose
we will just kiss the 25060 euros
goodbye,

Az we won't ever be refund-
ed the money for the undeliv-
ered food, | have linle hopse of
coming to an agreement with
this gentleman about the 4,000
kg of their dog food still being
stored at our shelter.
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FOOD F’OISONI_NG‘? §
49 Samui Rescue dogs die

A total of 49 dogs un-
der the care of the Dog
and Cat Samui Res-
cue died in a span of
one month from food
poisoning. They are
believed to have died
from manufactured
dog food contaminat-
ed with alpha-toxins.

Brigitte Gomm, head of the
rescwe cenler, had the follow-
ing report immediately after the
then mysteriows deaths of the
dags:

The past three weeks have
bieen spent continually check-
ing all 300 dogs ot the Rescue
Center to se¢ i they wene
shawing any signs of illness. In
a very short period of time we
lost 43 dogs in a terribly tragic
way. Why all these dogs died
remained 3 mystery to us.

It started with Sporty m
compound 5, She began 1o
suffer from internal bleeding
and consequenily died two days
later. Then we found Moussche
with the exact same symplons
lying dead in the compound,
Mext, Tinchen became apathet-
ig. Her skin had tumed vellow
in color. Despite infusions and
drugs to support her liver we
were unable 10 save her.

Things continued in this
manngr and gvery day more
dozs got sick and died in a very
short ime, Every day we all
wenl through each compound
checking every single dag. Pay-
ing particular attention 1o thear
stomachs and gums, we began
fimding more and more dogs.
with jaundice.

OF course we immediately
set about trying to find out what
was killing our dogs. We seni
blood 15tz 1o the laboratorics of
Bangkok Hospital, hoping they
could determine which disease
or discases we were dealing
with, These were very expen-
sive and unforiananely didn't
bring us any steps furher,

Ader s0 many deaths we
started 1o think poison might
be the reason, s0 wo cheeked
everyihing 1o try and extahlish
the cause, We disinfected all
the food, water bowls, nod us-
ing any of the water from our
well (afier all the rmins, we are
now sufficiently supplicd with
public water).

Acstretch of land behind our
shelter had been ¢learcd and we
sllplmmd that bods of pv.i‘llcldt*

had been usod and may have
contzminated our well water,

We were irying every
avenue 1o find the cxuse. Every
day we meceive food leftovers
from the hotels for the dogs.
Even these wie boiled again
before serving. The resulling
soup was grealy appreciated by
all the digs.

We also considered the pos-
sibility of mis <via the drink-
img water — as having infected

our dogs with a discase. (Bt
simullaneowsly in all the com-
poandsT)

Drezpite all our effons we

Bangkok and ordercd a small
“Labkit” from Bangkok for
ourselves so that we could 1est
for poasonous toxins, The re-
sulis shaowed that the food was
seriously contarminated with
alpha-toxin.

Even though the findings
terrified us, we were a1 least
glad to know what had caused
the death of so many of our
dogs,

Adter a few days of “non-
toic™ food it was obvious that
many of the dogs were getling
beter,

They staned w play again

earlier delivered o a lemple as feed for the dogs under its cane.

g nowhere, We could im|y
helplessly waich ouwr dogs die,

We did, however, notice that
there were significantly maore
deaths in our back compounds,
These dogs eal mainly dry fisod,

In our house a1 Chaweng
we have around 50 dogs, none
of whom were infected. These
diogs are fid

a b mvore om the fiood From
the hotels and rarchy eat dry
dog food. They also get dry
food from tounists and some
locals but not the same stuil as
the dogs ot the shelter.

S0, the only thing lefh to be
checked was the dry fiood,

We wamdw:hg our dry
Fopd and bought pew food from
Macro. Jay and Linda (volun-
teers at the Rescue Center) also
wollected all the food which
they delivered to the lemples,
where they found a couple of
suspect cases of jaundice, bt
thankfully no deaths. We semt
samples of our dry food 10

and were much livelier, Une
fortunately we still find sick
dogs for whom treatment may
be oo late, but it's only a few
individual cases now, We really
are doing our best and still
checking all the dogs every day,
I'm sure for some dogs, once
their system s compromised,
its very difficult for their bodies
1o expel high leveks of oxic
residence. As a result of this
wi have started every dog on

2 course of liver supplement
dmugs, ina hope that they will
survive this poisoning.

I am soery 1o admil that we
have had some procurement
problems, as we need a lot of
medicine and right pow at first
w were forced 1o buy what we
needed at huge expense from
pharmacics round the island,
although mext week we expect a
large mail-order 1o be delivered.

For the last three weeks we
had @ vet from Sweden staying
with us. Dr. Sith was so happy
to have her as she supporied
him extremely well. Every day

Biirbel and Gilnter spent never
ending hours checking ihe com-
pounds for sick dogs.

When we Anally understood
what our dogs had died of, we
immediately conacted the man-
ufacturer of the dog’s drv food
in Bangkok. He explained that
production had been changed
in December from wsing rice 1o
using corn and that the con-
tamination must have eccumed
then. This “gentleman™ must
have already known as he was
nit &t all surprised when we
contzeted him.

Mow we must find out how

=t

i:ingand Cat Rescue Canber Samuil voluniaars retrieving a sack of conaminated dog fead the canter had

we proceed. Please consider
that in Thailand there are no
rules or baws like those we ane
socustomed Lo, Next week we
will talk everything through
with our president amd we will
see how far the producer (a
veterinary doctor) is willing
1o take back the dog food and
refund our expenditure bt
waotld net accept us dumping
all of the poisoned food in our
incineralor.

First he told us he would
reproduce the food for fish —a
great idea, isn’t it! In his think-
ing if people eat the fish, if they
do not overindulge and cal too
mach, they may only suffer mi-
nor liver damage or have a nose
bleed from timse to time. He has
now changed his mind and said
that he will blend ibe food with
nom-toxic food, so the iotal con-
tamination will be less serious.
Providied the animals do pot eat
o miwch they will certainly
nol die as fast, rather ala much
abowver rale.

‘Words. fail me! With such
am umscrupubous businessman
it will cenainly be very hard to
have our claims compensated,
Furthermore for several uniién-
tionable reasoms | do not know
whedher it would be prudent
o infrm the press. When our
president retums next week, |
will discuss things with him.

The supplier is now angry
with me because [ comacted
Soi Dog in Phuket. My good-
ness, of course, the first thing |
would do is call them, knowing
that Phuket uses the same food.
John from Soi Dog also suf-
fered the loss of five dogs at his
sheher. Forumnately he received
his order later than ug 0 he was
able 1o prevent more deaths,
The supplier is willing to ke
back the food from John and
refund their cost, | will talk
to John showt how he wants o
proceed.

Al thiz point of time, we are
'.1.'.;|i1i|ng for the refund of the
Bel 06,000 paid in advance for
thee men food dielivery, Then we
have o 2ee what we'll do with
the comaminated food.

A Thai vet, who is breed-
ing huskies m Bangkok, also
bought from the same supplier.
In February, he had lost 10 dogs
with three more Aghting for
their Lives, 111 also in the vers'
interest o slop the operation
of this dog-feod company, We
have sent two of ihe oniginal
dry food-bags t Bangkok for
testing and this vet is prepared
o make sure these tests will be
carried out thoroughly.

I ordered all the sacks of
Tood to be removed from our
Tood gtore and had them all
labeled *Danger-

Toxie,” in Thai as well, of
ooirse!

O store was completely
cramened Full with around two
huandred 20kg-sacks of dry dog
food. Unforiunately when the
supplier comes o pick up his
toxic waste, | will be giving.
away all the evidence. Perhaps
e will not refund anything af-
terwards, Meanwhile, we must
wail for the written test resulis
from Bangkok University and
then we will see....

I the rescue center, we
have many dogs waiting for
their departure to Europe or
odher parts of the world. Usual-
ly they are chosen by their new
families here on Samui. These
dog,s are then w.li.'l'lng_ with us
around four months until they

TURN TO PAGE 24



49 Samui Rescue dogs ...

FROM PAGE 13
are ready for take-off,

Coco was already in Bang-
kok awaiting her flight when
she had a sudden nose bleed.
Of course we couldn’t allow
Coco to fly. She is back with
us and recovering well. She's
inside our house, where the
dogs hardly eat any dry food.
Hopefully after a couple more
blood tests Coco can join her
new family in Germany.

Unfortunately we also lost
one of our “flyer-dogs™. Thai
recently flew to Germany and
died shortly afterwards from the
same poison. He bled to death
internally. Thai was also eating
our dry food at the shelter for
quite some fime.

Somehow 1 don't think
we’ll be reimbursed for flights
and vet bills for these two dogs!

The bills will have to be
translated into Thai and court
procedures here are intermi-
nable and very often end with a
settlement -- where we can only
lose our case.

Moreover, legal fees and
court costs will certainly be at
our expense. Perhaps 1 have
lived for too long in Thailand
and have therefore lost all con-
fidence in its judicial system.

In this country, a dog is nei-
ther of importance nor of value.
In the northeast of Thailand,
you can buy an adult dog for
Bt300 or a puppy for Bt100 1o
be slaughtered for meat. So,
what’s the value of a dog from
an animal shelter? Certainly not
MoTe.

I have no idea how long we
will have to fight for the refund
of the money we spent for the
contaminated food and for the

damages and additional costs
incurred. The blood tests alone
at the Bangkok Hospital already
cost us over 150 euro. Our little
test laboratory was not for free
either.

On top of that we have to
pay much more for our new

food,

Mow we have our own small
test lab now, We have tested
the cat food and it is ok, If in
the future we have cases where
the cause of death is unclear we
will certainly be taking the dry
food into consideration.

I hope that such a calam-
ity will never occur again. You
cannot imagine how it is to see
50 many dogs die and not be
able to help them. We deeply
mourn the senseless death of all
of these dogs, some of which
were with us for six or seven
years.
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Poisoned food claims 48 victims at
the Dog and Cat Rescue Center

Brigitte Gomm the founder of
Samui's Dog and Cat Rescue Center
is distraught, and quite rightly so. In
late February/ early March the Cen-
ter lost 43 dogs with a further five

dying later.

The tragedy started with “Sporty™ who com-
menced with intestinal bleeding leading to
death. Two other dogs at the Ban Taling am
Center followed within the next two days.
The problem, whatever it was, appeared to
be liver related as the dogs took on a jaun-
diced yvellow hue on becoming ill. There was
a definite problem, but at the time nobody
seemed to know what it was! Samples were
sent to the Samui Bangkok Hospital for lab
tests. The cost was high and the results were
inconclesive. Remember, the Rescue Centre
is not a commercial operation it depends on
charitable donations in order to survive!

As the death toll mounted Brigitte and her
colleagues began to suspect poisoning of
some sort. They attended to the obvious and
cleaned feeding bowls more thoroughly and
stopped using the water from their well, be-
canse the land behind the shelter had been
recently cleared and they felt pesticides
might have leached into the water table,

It scemed strange that dogs were dying in
Taling Mgam but were unaffected in

_ Chaweng. Why was this? Then the truth

bezan to dawn. The fifty dogs at the
Chaweng shelter were all fed on leftovers
and donations but the dogs in the other and
bigger facility depended largely on dry dog
food from Bangkok, Brigitte looked at the
dry food, First they stopped using it and sec-
ondly they sent samples to Bangkok for
analysis, As no results appeared they bought
a small test lab, themselves. They found the
food was contaminated with Alpha-Toxins,
or 50 they said. Alpha-Toxins are bacterial
infestations like staphylococcuus and
clostridium. These can cause conditions like
pneumonia and severe stomach upsets that
can affect the liver. As soon as they stopped
using the food, it was remarkable to sce
many dogs beginning to get better. Sadly
some were too badly affected and did not!
To counteract the poisoning every dog was
given vitamins and liver supplements. This
was an expensive but necessary life support-
ive treatment. Now, Brigitte and her team

understood why so many of their dogs had
died, so they contacted the food supplier in
Bangkok. The vet in question explained that
they had changed the food formulation the
month before, Instead of using a rice base
they had moved over to corn. This could
well have been caused by the rising rice
price, Corn is notorious in how it can easily
become mouldy thus creating aifla toxins
which are very damaging to the liver. These
moulds abound in Thailand, especially in
the rainy season. The supplier did not offer
to refund the product, but suggested re-

Blending it with a non-affected base. Yes,
this would simply make the food a little less
toxic! Mot surprisingly the Dog and Cat Res-
cue team refused this offer. The supplier was
also annoved that Samui had warned the
“Soi Dog “organization in Fhuket who also
received their dry food from him. This
largely averted a potential tragedy there.
Sadly 5 of their dogs died but they were
saved the horrific ravages experienced in
KEoh Samui. To date the Bangkok producer
has received THB 206,000 in payments for
his geods. He has made no offer of restitu-
tion. He has now blocked all calls from
Brigitte but it is unlikely his problems will
end there. Another customer, a vet in
Bangkok breeds huskies, To date he has lost
all z4 of his dogs. It is unlikely he will let this
pass lightly! This is a very sad story where
the food manufacturer stands a good chance
of going scot free for his negligence. The
Samui Cat and Dog Rescue Center has ac-
crued large expenses because of this fiasco,
They are a charitable organization and de-
pend on donations for their survival. If you
could find a way of helping them in this
tragic time, they would be truly grateful. You
can find more about this story and have an
opportunity to help by visiting their website
at hetpe/fwww.samuidog.org.



EXPRESSMAIL

Please e-mail letters to samui_express@yahoo.com
with your name and address. Letters may be edited
for the sake of brevity and clarity.

Well done, guys

UNFORTUNATELY, we at the DRCS (Dog and
Cat Rescue Samui) are witness to a lot of the
extreme levels of cruelty and brutality a human
being is capable of. In the span of a lifetime you
can generally count the number of times you
have been humbled by the acts of kindness of
others.

Thankfully, we are in the very fortunate
position to receive support from people without
having to ask for it. This month we would like to
pay tribute to a few of these people who, without
limitation, dedicated time, money and effort to do
something wonderful for our four-legged friends:

To Kuno from Switzerland, who spent his
entire time here transforming our Puppy-House
into a bright happy wonderland, complete with a
newly built playground.

To Tom from Switzerland, long time volun-
teer who spent the last four months dedicating
himself entirely to DRCS, caring for the needs
of those at the shelter, the temples and all around
the island. His compassion and enthusiasm never
faded even in the face of the most tragic circum-
stances,

To Loubie and Linda, longtime residents of
Samui, who have become our first official foster
parents! They converted part of their home to
provide a safe environment for puppies and pos-
sibly mother-dogs until they are fully vaccinated.
Being more immune against possible virus and
bacteria, which they may have to face at the
shelter, can be lifesaving for many of them. Tom
supported their project with his building and
welding skills giving a huge helping hand to en-
sure a successful end-result. Well done you guys!

Thank you also to Katarina from Denmark,
Karolina our supporting vet from Sweden, and
all the others who gave their time to be there for
the ones struggling to get through their often dif-

ficult and painful time at the DRCS-shelter.

We received a great response to our requests
for sheets and towels. Special thanks to Lisa and
Lars, Alex and Ti, Adele, the The Tongsai Bay,
to Bandara Resort for their great contribution,
Wendy and Brigitte from the Sister of Samui and
to everyone else who went out of their way to
help us in our time of need! -- BRIGITTE AND THE
DRCS TEAM



Free vet service for
Island’s dogs, cats
anls

Dr. Sith attending to a sick dog at the DCRS.
By PATRICK ROXAS

“Horrifying cases of
pet abuse or neglect
are, unfortunately, still
the sad reality that we
face every single day,”
says Brigitte Gomm of
the Dog and Cat Res-
cue Samui in a recent
email, which was ac-
companied by pictures
of dogs and cats in
abject condition.

It is hard to understand, she
adds; why these animals were
left uncared for and untreated
for such a long time.

“We give our best to help
these poor souls when they ar-
rive at the DRCS and of course
in a way we are thankful for
every injured or sick animal we
manage to get into our care.

In many cases, the dogs and
cats that come to us looking
like they ve just been to hell
and back, recover quite quickly
once given the right kind of
medical treatment.”

DRCS is a non-profit
organization run by a volunteer
group headed by Brigitte and
Werner Gomm.

These volunteers have taken
it upon themselves the diffi-
cult yet often thankless job of
taking into their care stray and
abandoned dogs and cats on
the island. Before the estab-
lishment of the animal rescue
center, Samui didn’t even have
any veterinarian. Animals that
figured in road accidents, for
example, died helplessly on the
side of the road.

Even small bites could end
in death because nobody cared
for the wounds, and the dogs
died slowly and painfully be-
cause of the maggots or severe
infections. Worse, their num-
bers grew pretty quickly and

the govermnment had to conduct
mass poisoning at least twice a
year to clear the streets of stray
animals,

In April 1999, DRCS was
founded and a veterinarian
was hired promptly. In the past
eleven years, volunteers have
come and gone and the task at
hand remains overwhelming,
Brigitte says. Donations and
other forms of assistance from
people of walks of life had been
generous, but were not always
enough. Animals needing help
just keep coming.

All dogs and cats brought to
the center are treated for free.
Many locals and foreigners liv-
ing here take advantage of this
service and come to Brigitte's
house in Chaweng with their
sick pets. Free consultations are
done three times a week — Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays
— from 4.30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

For the rest of the week,
the vet is at the big shelter in
Ban Taling Ngam. Dr. Sith, the
veterinarian, has been working
with the DRCS for over five
years, carrying out six opera-
tions a day, six days a week,
most of whicly castrations, A
castration in a vet clinic could
cost about 30 euros. The center
charges nothing.

The locals, most of whom
earn no more than 5 euros a
day, are particularly happy
at Dr. Sith’s services. If they
take their sick animals to a vet,
they would spend at least 10
euros a visit. And most of them
can’t afford it. All medical
treatments, consultations and
operations at DRCS are free. To
sustain its operation, the center
relies on donations.

DIESER BERICHT WURDE IM AUGUST IM SAMUI EXPRESS GEDRUCKT

NACHDEM 3 HUNDE IN THE PASSAGE VERGIFTET WURDEN.



Die deutsche Ubersetzung ist am Ende
HIER DAS ORIGINAL IN ENGLISCH

Trading Lives for a 10-day Suspension...

...I volunteered for the Dog & Cat Rescue Center (DRCS) for the
better part of three years, so as you can imagine | have seen and
heard things that will cause me nightmares for the rest of my
life...Things that make me question humanity. Heartbreakingly, the
following story has been added to my list of horrors, and my belief in
people further shattered. Kelli

The Passage Resort is positioned next to a small group of 5
bungalows, owned by Mr. Dam, a generous and kind, older Thai
gentleman. When they built this resort, Mr. Dam gave them full access
to his land for ease and convenience of such things as deliveries of
building supplies, and continued to do so until now.

When they make drop-offs to their restaurant, they drive on his land, when customers want
somewhere to sit on the beach and in the shade, they use his Sala, when guests make a mess on his
beachfront, he cleans it up in silence... Why? Because he says, “Neighbours have to help one
another when needed, that’s just the way it is”. Mr. Dam owned 3 dogs, Fluke, Chock Dee and
Malee.

Thurs. Aug. 19, 2010...The Personal Assistant of the owner of The Passage Resort, Khun Uud, told
Mr. Dam that if he didn’t get rid of his three dogs, she would “put them to sleep,” as they were a
nuisance. He told her that she should simply ask her guests not to feed the dogs so that they
wouldn’t wander into the restaurant; problem solved. Later that evening Mr. Dam saw one of the
resort’s drivers come onto his property and put food out for his dogs. He asked them not to, but had
to rush off to help one of his guests. They fed the animals anyway.

Friday Aug. 20th,
2010... At approximately 10am, | got a call about Mr. Dam'’s dogs being poisoned, (he is a friend and
| have grown to love his dogs, so | was devastated), they were frothing at the mouth, convulsing and
throwing up. | rushed over to find Jit and Milay, Mr. Dam’s neighbours, who were already well on the
way with the rescue mission, giving the dogs charcoal and egg whites. (This helps to soak up the
poison and causes the dogs to vomit it up). Unfortunately, despite our
efforts to save her, Fluke died in front of The Passage Resort, writhing in excruciating pain, in front of
many sickened guests. Mr. Dam and Jit rushed Chock Dee and Malee to The Dog Rescue Center,
where Dr. Sid worked his magic and stabilized them both. (They will stay at the DRCS for a week on
IV, Glucose, as well as other medications, causing unnecessary and great expense to this
organization).

The Operations Manager of the
Passage Resort, Mr. Anthony Jess Fontanilla Miranda, called theDog Rescue Center after the
incident hoping to explain the situation to Brigitte and, “clear up the misunderstanding”. Mr. Anthony
was told to contact me, and here’s what happened...

Saturday Aug. 21, Mr. Anthony met with, Mr. Dam, Jit and I. Never once did he say that he, or the
resort, was sorry for what had happened. He admitted that it was his staff that gave the dogs rat
poison, but said he had no knowledge of the situation at the time. He tried to justify the incident by
lying about a very distraught customer whose child had been bitten by one of the dogs and taken to



the hospital. (We spoke to this customer; the dog bit the pants trying to play with their daughter,
however they never complained about it to anyone).

Anthony told us that in an effort to right things, the hotel was willing to donate leftover food to the
DRCS every day, if they would come pick it up, (no mention of monetary donation, even to cover the
cost of the two very ill dogs now in the DRCS, which his staff was responsible for putting there!!ll)

He also told us, in an attempt to win our sympathy for his situation, that he took 12 children (guests of
the resort), to the DRCS that morning to see Chock Dee and Malee, and that they
almost all ended up crying — | wonder why??!

Next Anthony explained to us that firing the PA and the driver was impossible, because it would cost
the hotel too much money!!!! He then suggested that a 10 day suspension was enough of a

At this point | was livid, but calmly told him that his idea of accountability and consequence was
unacceptable and that we wanted nothing less than termination of anyone involved.

| also then asked Mr. Anthony why he hadn’'t once asked the owner of the dogs what he felt would be
just, since he was the one sitting at the table with tears in his eyes!!!! Mr. Anthony promptly called for
a translator to come talk to Mr. Dam. (This was after an hour of ignoring him).The translator
proceeded to tell us that all of the staff knew about this situation and who was responsible!!! Finally
figuring out that | wasn’t a pushover, or a moron, the Operations Manager turned to me and said that
he would consider termination, but that it was a decision that he couldn’t make alone. He would have
to talk to the owner and call me back first thing Monday morning....

Sunday Aug. 21, 2010... | spoke
with Dr. Sid who informed me that Malee wasn’t going to make it and she would have to be put to
sleep. Now two out of three dogs have been inhumanely tortured due to an 'inconvenience’ and are
now dead.

Monday Aug. 22, 2010...l await the earth-shattering outcome that will make up for a loss of life...
5pm and still no call...

We long for an affection altogether ignorant of our faults.

10 Tage Suspendierung fir drei Hundeleben

Ich habe fur fast 3 Jahre als Volontar beim DRCS (Dog & Cat
Rescue Center) gearbeitet und Ihr konnt Euch vorstellen, dass
ich Dinge gesehen und gehort habe, die mir bis an mein
Lebensende Alptraume verursachen werden...

Dinge, die mich an der Menschheit zweifeln lassen.
Diese herzzerrei3ende Geschichte kommt zu meiner Liste des
Grauens, und mein Glaube an die Menschheit ist noch mehr
erschittert.

Keli

Das Passage Resort befindet sich neben einer kleinen Gruppe von 5 Bungalows, die Mr. Dam
gehoren, einem grofRherzigen und gitigen alteren Thailander. Als das Resort erbaut wurde, gewahrte



Mr. Dam freien Zugang zu seinem Grundstiick, um die Anlieferung von Baumaterial u.d. zu
erleichtern und halt es auch heute noch so. Wenn Lieferungen fur das Restaurant erfolgen, fahren
sie Uber sein Land. Wenn Gaste am Strand und im Schatten sitzen mdchten, nutzen sie seine Sala,

Wenn Gaste Mull am Strand hinterlassen, raumt er ihn stillschweigend weg. Warum?
Weil, wie er sagt, ,Nachbarn sich helfen missen, wenn es nétig ist — so ist das eben im Leben®.
Mr. Dam hatte 3 Hunde — Fluke, Chock Dee und Malee.

Donnerstag 19. August 2010
Die personliche Assistentin des Besitzers des Passage Resort Khun Uud teilte Mr. Dam mit, dass
sie seine drei Hunde ,einschlafern” wirde, wenn er sie nicht entferne, da sie eine Plage darstellten.

Mr. Dam bat sie, ihren Gasten mitzuteilen, dass sie die Hunde nicht flttern sollen, so dass sie nicht
ins Restaurant gingen — eine einfache LAsung.

Spater am Abend sah Mr. Dam einen der Fahrer des Resorts auf sein Grundstiick kommen und
Futter fur die Hunde auslegen. Er bat ihn, dies zu unterlassen, musste aber weg, um einem seiner
Gaste zu helfen.

Sie futterten die Tiere trotzdem.

Freitag 20. August 2010 Um ca. 10 Uhr morgens erhielt ich einen Anruf, dass die Hunde von Herrn
Dam vergiftet worden seien (er ist ein Freund und ich habe seine Hunde lieben gelernt, deshalb war
ich am Boden zerstért.). Die Hunde hatten Schaum vor dem Maul, krampften und Gbergaben sich.
Als ich dort ankam, fand ich Mr. Dams Nachbarn Jit und Milay, die bereits Rettungsversuche
unternahmen, indem sie Kohle und Eiweil3 verabreichten (dies hilft, das Gift zu binden und die Hunde

zum Erbrechen zu bringen)

Unglucklicherweise starb Fluke trotz unserer Rettungsversuche vor dem Passage Resort in einem
qualenden Todeskampf vor angewiderten Hotelgasten.
Mr. Dam und Jit brachten Chock Dee und Malee sofort zum Dog Rescue Center, wo Dr. Sid alles
menschenmagliche tat, um sie zu stabilisieren. (Sie werden eine Woche im DRCS bleiben und mit 1V,
Glucose und anderen Medikamenten behandelt zu werden, wodurch dieser Organisation erhebliche
vermeidbare Kosten entstehen;)

Der Operation Manager des Passage Resort Mr. Anthony Jess Fontanilla Miranda rief im Dog
Rescue Center nach dem Vorfall an, um Brigitte die Situation zu erklaren und das ,Missverstandnis
aufzuklaren®. Mr. Anthony wurde gebeten, sich mit mir in Verbindung zu setzen und folgendes
geschah...

Samstag 21.August 2010 Mr. Anthony traf sich mit Mr. Dam, Jit und mir. Mit keinem Wort drtickte er
sein oder des Resorts Bedauern tber den Vorfall aus. Er gab zu, dass seine Mitarbeiter den Hunden
Rattengift verabreicht hatten, dass er aber zu diesem Zeitpunkt nichts davon gewusst héatte. Er
versuchte, den Vorfall damit zu rechtfertigen mit der Lige Gber einen aufgebrachten Hotelgast,
dessen Kind von den Hunden gebissen und ins Hospital gebracht werden musste. (Wir sprachen mit
den Gasten, deren Kind beim Spielen mit den Hunden in die Hose gezwickt wurde, die sich aber
nicht beschwert hatten.)

Anthony teilte uns mit, dass das Hotel, um die Sache aus der Welt zu raumen, bereit ware, die
Kichenabfélle taglich dem DRCS zu spenden, wenn diese sie abholen wirden (keine Rede von
einer Geldspende um auch nur die Behandlungskosten fir die beiden schwer kranken Hunde zu
bezahlen, die durch die Schuld seines Personals verursacht wurden.).

Er erzahlte uns auf3erdem, wohl um Sympathiepunkte zu machen, dass er 12 Kinder (Gaste des
Resorts) am Morgen zum DRCS gebracht hat, damit sie Chock Dee und Manee besuchen konnten -
und fast alle brachen in Tranen aus — warum wohl???1



Dann erklarte Anthony uns, dass es nicht moglich sei, die Personal Assistentin und den Fahrer zu
entlassen, da es fur das Hotel zu teuer ware!! Er schlug vor, dass 10 Tage Suspendierung genug
Strafe waren.. Oh, und nicht zu vergessen, ein schriftlicher Vermerk in ihren Personalakten.!!

Zu diesem Zeitpunkt wurde ich witend, erklarte ihm aber ruhig, dass seine Vorstellung von
Verantwortung und Konsequenzen untragbar waren und wir nur eine Kuindigung aller Beteiligten
akzeptierten.

Ich fragte Mr. Anthony auf3erdem, warum er den Besitzer der Hunde, der mit Tranen in den Augen
mit am Tisch sal3, nicht fragte, was er fur gerecht fande!!!

Mr. Anthony rief sofort nach einem Uberset__zer, der mit Mr. Dam sprechen sollte. (Dies nachdem er
ihn eine Stunde lang ignoriert hatte). Der Ubersetzer teilte uns mit, dass die gesamte Belegschaft
Uber die Situation und die Verantwortlichen Bescheid wusste.

Nachdem er realisiert hatte, dass ich weder ein Schwéachling noch ein Trottel bin, drehte sich der
Operation Manager zu mir, und sagte, dass er eine Kiindigung in Erwagung ziehe, aber diese
Entscheidung nicht allein treffen kénne. Er wirde mit dem Besitzer sprechen und mich am
Montagmorgen als allererstes anrufen.

Sonntag 21.August 2010 Ich habe mit Dr. Sid gesprochen, die mich informierte, dass Malee es nicht
schaffen wirde und sie sie einschlafern misste. Nun haben zwei von drei Hunden unmenschlich
gelitten, weil sie unbequem waren und jetzt sind sie tot.

Montag 22.August 2010 Ich warte noch immer auf das bahnbrechende Ergebnis, das den Verlust von
Leben vergelten soll — es ist 5 Uhr nachmittags und noch immer kein Anruf...



SCHUTZ FUR DIE TEMPELKATZEN
,Wir impfen, solange das Geld reicht*

Jay und Linda, die Tierschiitze-
rinnen, impfen eine Tempelkatze
nfang Juli ging eine Ur-
laubsmeldung des bri-
tischen Popstars Samantha
Fox um die Welt: Die Sdngerin
hatte in einem Restaurant auf
Koh Samui bettelnde Katzen
gestreichelt und war dabei
ernsthaft gebissen worden.
Si¢ musste sich danach einer
unangenchmen Anti-Tollwut-
Behandlung unterzichen, weil
eine Tollwutinfektion nicht
mit Sicherheit ausgeschlossen
werden konnte. Tollwut ist in
Thailand nicht ausgerottet,

weil kaum Haustiere dage-
gen geimpft werden, Die Tier-
schiitzer um Brigitte Gomm
arbeiten auf Koh Samui da-
ran, das zu éindern. Seit drei
Jahren bauen sie Kontakte zu
Tempeln auf der Ferieninsel
auf, weil dort besonders ger-
ne Tiere ausgesetzt werden.
Die Manche konnen all diese
Tiere nicht versorgen, da sie
selber von geschenktem Es-

O KONTAKT

Dog and Cat Rescue Samui
Brigitte Gomm

112/35 Moo 6 Bophut
Samui 84320 Suratthani
Thailand, Tel: 00 66 (0)77
413 490, www.samuidog.org
Spenden: BANKVERBIN-
DUNG FUR SPENDER:
Brigitte Gomm), Berliner
Sparkasse: Konto: 790 122 812,
BLZ 100 500 00

L.

sen leben. So sind inzwischen
viele von ihnen zu engagierten
Unterstiitzern des Tierheimes
geworden, das vor drei Jahren
sein ,, Tempelprojekt” startete.
Zweil Mitarbeiterinnen des
Tierheimes besuchen regelmi-
Big die Tempel, bringen Fut-
ter. impfen und behandeln die
Tiere, soweit das vor Ort maog-
lich ist. Die Monche wiederum
wissen, welche Tiere noch
nicht geimpft, welche krank
sind, und rufen bei Notfiillen
sogar im Tierheim an. Und
weil die Manche den Tier-
schiitzern vertrauen, werden
diese auch immer ofter in die
Dorfer gebeten. ,,Wir werden
impfen und Futter verteilen,
solange unser Geld reicht’sagt
Brigitte Gomm. Die Impfung
einer Katze kostet in Thailand
vier Euro, zehn Kilo Futter sie-
ben Euro.

Veroffentlich in “Geliebte Katze”,

Ein Tou-

ristenpaar

spendet
direkt im
Tierneim

September 2010

Thailand wurde letzren Herbst
mit dem TASSO-Tierschurz-
preis . Goldene Pfote® ausge-
zeichnet. Das Preisgeld von
5.000 Euro steckte Brigitte
Gomm in einen Umbau: Aus
zwei Lagerrdumen entstanden
ein OP- und ein Behandlungs-
raum mit eigenem Eingang,
komplett gefliest, mit einer
Klimaanlage und aller notwen-
digen Einrichrung ausgestattet.
e hygienischen Bedingungen
haben sich damir erheblich ver-

PARTHMER HUND | SEPTEMBER 2010

TIERSCHUTZPREIS FINANZIERT UMBAU

Mit ,,Goltlener Plote” zum OP

Das Tierheim auf Koh Samui/

bessert.” Tiglich kastriert der
Tierheimarzt kostenlos sechs
Hunde oder Karzen, die von ih-
ren Besitzern gebrache werden,
um die Zahl der ausgeserzten
Tiere stetig weiter zu senken,

Dog Rescue Center Samui
Brigitte Gomm, 112/35 Moo B
Bophut, Samui 84320 Suratthani
Tailand, Tel, 0066 77 413 490
www. samuidog.org

SPENDEN: Brigitte Gomm
Berliner Sparkasse

Kito.-Nr. 790 122 812

BLZ 100 500 00
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Hund in Chaweng nach
Giftanschlag verendet

Ein grausames Ende fand der
Strandhund ,Egg® in Cha-
weng. Wie das Dog Rescue
Center Samui (DRCS) mit-
tellt, wurde der beir Touristen
beliebte weiffe Riide im Juni
vergiftet und starb qualvoll.
Seit acht Jahren hatte Egg im
Bereich des Chaweng Buri
Resort gelebt und dabei viele
Freunde gefunden. Brigitte
Gomm war kurz vor dem
Anschlag telefonisch aufgefor-
dert worden, simtliche Hunde
im Strandabschnitt zu entfer-
nen. Auch in Chaweng Noi
verendete eine Hiindin mit
ithren Baby nach einer Giftat-
tacke in Hohe des First Bunga-
lows. Ein Welpe konnte vom
Dog Rescue Center gerettet
werden und wird demnichst
zu seinen neuen Besitzern
nach Osterreich geflogen. Tou-
risten setzten eine Belohnung
von 10.000 Baht fiir Hinweise
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aus, die den Giftmord an
Egg aufkliren helfen. - Ver-
schwunden sind die beiden
Haushunde des Imperial Boat
House Choeng Mon. Ob Max
und Maxime ebenfalls getdtet
worden sind, konnte noch
nicht geklart werden. Fiir Hin-
weise wurden hier 3.000 Baht
Belohnung ausgesetzt.































