
THE CAT AREA OF THE ANIMAL SHELTER IN BAHN TALING NGAM 

28th of June 2010: Every year in June we take pictures of all the dogs 
and cats to send fotos to their godparents. We discovered that the plants 
in the tropics are growing like crazy. Small and tiny plants turn into huge 
trees within just a short period of time. The papya tree has become 10 
meters high. Therefore the cats could leave and enter the area just when 
they wanted
When we took the pictures some of the cats even preferred not to be 
attendant! But the next day they were back again...instead some others 
failed.
It couldn´t go on like this.
There was only one solution. All the plants and trees had to go. 
Unfortunately it wasn´t possible to save single plants. They were all 
tangled together so that we couldn´t see which branch belonged to which 
tree. 
It cut me to the quick to lumber everthing just like this. However we could 
save the roots and I am quite optimistic that the cat area will look nice in 
another 3 months. Hopefully?!?



Behind this green wall you can see the wall.



This is the huge Papaya tree.



The papaya tree had already reached a height of 10 metres. 
The cats had no problems leaving the barn via the wonderful climbing 
scaffold. 



EM started sawing off 4 metres of the tree. Thai people move so clever 
in the trees - just like apes in the treetops. I think they had lots of fun 
tearing everything down. 



Who finds the cat at 5 metres height?

Many cats were lying on the fence - outside the barn.



The plants from outside the barn have mingled with the plants from 
inside



. 
Lek, who works in the cats´barn, insisted in helping us. Unfortunately, he 
had missed to tell us that we had to do something before all the cats 
were gone. Of course, this is a bit exaggerated.











Ow, who works as a “doctor” in Chaweng, when Dr. Sith is in the animal 
shelter, offered his help as well and chopped down some bushes. 
Actually he was ment to take pictures of the “destruction”. But he had so 
much fun to cheer his friends on.
I have to admit that I can´t imagine Ow climbing on a huge palm tree...



Mountains of boles and bushes had to be draught away. 
If the wood has dried the Thai will enjoy burning everything down. 

We kept on working on the other side of the garden and cleared 
everything out.







The cats have a nice view to the kitchen and to the whole forecourt.



No problem for our doggies to sit around and dream about hunting the 
cats. The kitchen (of course their favourite place) is built right next to the 
outside compound of our cat house…

First, we have to put a grate on top the barn. After that we plan to divide 
the barn into two sections.



No time was lost...we started immediately 



Watching people work can be so very exhausting..



Anna, our dedicated doctor-to-be. She did a 2 months practical training 
at the DRCS and we miss her big time!

13. Juli 2010

Leider turnen immer noch einige Katzen aus dem Gehege. Wenn genug 
Mitarbeiter da sind wird immer daran gearbeiteten den Zaun noch höher 

zu machen. Aber es wird immer Kletterkünstler geben. 

Nach 2 Wochen sprießt schon wieder alles. Ich werde diesmal dafür 
sorgen, dass der Dschungel nicht wieder alles überwuchert.



.

13. August – sechs Wochen später

Leider gehen die Arbeiten am Katzengehege nur sehr langsam voran. Es 
fehlen fast jeden Tag 3 bis 4 Helfer. Da sind wir dann schon zufrieden, 
wenn wir alle Stellen besetzt bekommen. Am Sonntag habe ich oft nur 2 
Helfer am Haus. Aber da die Bäume und Büschen weg sind, laufen 



kaum noch Katzen weg. Einige turnen immer noch auf dem Dach rum. 
Der Draht ist so vom Rost zerfressen, dass er immer wieder Löcher 
bekommt. Es ist natürlich eine sehr aufwändige Arbeit das ganze 
Katzengehege mit neuem Draht und einer Erhöhung von einem Meter zu 
versehen. Es sind etwa 50 Meter neu zu machen. Monti macht da die 
abenteuerlichsten Schweißkonstruktionen.

Die Katzen können jetzt prima durchs freie Gelände laufen.



Die Pflanzen haben meine Erwartungen nicht enttäuscht und sind schon 
wieder einen Meter hoch. Ihr könnt euch ausrechnen wie lange es wohl 

dauern wird, bis wieder alles zugewachsen ist.












