SanMUl PEORLE

If wou hod the pleasure of visiling the island of Kah
Bamui 15 to 20 yeors ago, you provabhy were
wiary a1 the primary wild animal living: an
this ticpicnl cosis wos of the coning perssasion
Broight here by rovelless from Southeost Asis gad
beyond o5 profection, companion ond sometimes
even for tood, Thal dogs populated the island
swithout resinaint, Inthe ecdy 1970%, as bockpackess
troke the roil for what todoy hos the possibififies of
becaming o 5-Stor haliday resort sancluzsy, there
wias freedom beyvord mecswe for the pocks of dogs
thot patrolled the lands.

However, o3 man sparts o fickle offinity for Ihe love
of netuie and wildlile, the dog populaticn became
sormewhat of o burden to-both quests ond residents
wo this fslond in the midst of the Gulf of Siom,

Hatels and roscts wise vinually surrcunded by the
wandering hunlergathered thot swarmed, seeking
the alvoction of iendship end lured by the cromas
aof SStar provisions, Qpticas of emndicalion became
mpending. Poison ond troeps were 32t as sofeguards.
ian's best frend wos focing o promising disharmeny
in their histaric place at te right hand side of their
masher, .

Brigitie- ord Werner Gomm weie hée when the
discussions begon of parcdise preseraalion, bul
inslead of joining the forces thot abolished thesa
despicable fourlegged feckags, they embroced
Ihsm_ L|.'i|i,5-'|'.g ihgi'. SN PBEIUMGES, rimgqnd Y.

« Give us a goad pictere of what the island was
like when yeu first came fa visil, Was thers o tue
hermony between the bedding resors and the
free degs that ran on the beaches of Samui? Or
was thare more than just a feeling that they were
o nuisance from the start?

“WWhen we first come 1o Keh Samui about 20 years
ogo, the slond wos covered with homelass dogs
and cots, and It was often dangerous to walk the
beach ot night. These hungry pocks of dogs attacked
averyhing thot moved. Ibwas alwoys hearlbreaking,
for vs ms holidoymakers, 1o know that the: day we
hod fo leave fhe idand was mest lkehy the lost doy
wi would ever see the dogs we had been feeding
over the. course of cur vecation, Herdly ory dog
hod the chome 1§ escape the killing,

The Gonerment bad no choice bat to get rid of them
They poisoned Mmousands of dogs ond cats, uswally
twice o year during the low season, The looals were
nformed vie loudspeakers the night belore.”

- On the 1st of April, the DRCS celebrates their
11th Anniversary. What have been the challenges
aver Ihe yaars for the Bescue Cenire?

“it's bean o huge challengs to neuter as many degs
and cals as passible, so that the govemmant bas no
micse feasan o poisen all of these innecent animals.
And of course convinging the locals ond residents on
th igdand b suppaet the DRCS and "Halp Us Help.”
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W wauld like 12 menticn thal we hove given about
40,000 rabies veocines for the safety of the pecple
and the onimals in the last 10 years. In 2001, fhe
Minister of Public Healthvisited qur sheller, and weos
very proud to declare Keh Samul as (he only rabies
free zone at the fime.”

- Who are your main sponsors? Whot support
do you get from the lacol Goverament on Samui?
"W receive nofinancic! suppor from the governmend,
BUT dus i our inservenlion info the issues they also
don't disturk us in ey way, grocefully allowing us
to dio what benefils we all. The DRCS is an inclusive
Thai crgenisolicn with-a Thai Prasident, Manager
ang Employees. All the foreigners invalved cre an
a wolurieer basis and receive no money for their
wieak gendd time.

Silvana from Switzerland, has been cellecling
considerable omeunts of donalians in Switzeiland
and cieos oves thi lost Bew years, which makes her
ang of gur main sponsors, Everyone who helos us
15 o b in cue evasl



recaive gusistanca rom o lew animal foundateons in Euvope whisne we

w
i  for hunds
And an immediote source of spansceship comes froen the anima laving Towrists

==

- What is your role in changing the pessible Future for the free dogs of Somui?
It is e o pleasure for the tourists s spend their holidoy on the beaches of
Samiui and vany torehy hove to woich oy sufering o dying animals, And if they
do; they hawe @ number 1o call for help, In most other parts of Thailand this
is not possible, and | am remindad daily haw much bos changad for fha tourists
and how much mare refaxwed thay can new: spend their holiday.”

= Tell us obout the Yolunteer Pragram thot halps you help.

“We ohways welcome animel iends who want 1o hefp. Unforiumotely, wa ane
rof in the position to pay foramy work, oo nodalion of food, The volisnteers
ol fred e wedk whan and wherever the W vt Mloal woluriesrs ql_'i:'qlnr fend cut
whi! theey waand, or whal they are able to do. For most, its quilte o challenge fe
anlar one of our big cutsice compounds at tha EhEi!Er. since ol the IL;QQE- coma
tunming at ence ‘csking’ for otienfion, Of course, it i ol possible 1o get educotec
gt the DRCS by becoming a longiesm volmbear, Learn 1o Help' 18 our motiol U
wa don't haln, mabody will, Cur present longterm voluntears howe over the lo
5 and mare years learred how 3o deal with on animol Tn need of help, anc
apataie now in the nome of the DRCS of the shaier and all arcund the island.”

There are fragedies surrounding Somui in regards to the issues with dog
problems, Koh Phangan for example, had an unfartunate fire of their Reseve
Centra followed by @ complete purge of any free dogs on the iskand, Has
Samul ever foced such challenges?

“Tharkhsly, we hove naver experenced such o rogedy in the history of the DRCS

il coutd have o lol o do with the {ael that the anlirahy ot the DRCS is owned b-:,-
Thai's, including o bond, cors molorbites and w0 on, YW do want 1o shess that
il coyniiesy gogs are pq:s,:;r'sn:i or shet, p‘gr-—.-_-_.;:' ar net, we don't o Wi
have axperianced that many dogs have disappeared fom building sites, aber the
windkers leh, Ve hove now started 1o put up signs in Thal and Burmase, to infexm
people tat the dogs were vaccinoted and freated ogoinst mange., and thersfare
the dag meat will be inedible ond may be poisencys for them,”

3,

= How can wvisitors help®

‘Hove a look arcund the ploce whee you stay and keep an eye apan hor dogs
and cals thet have not been nautered, Every noulensd dog hos o green 1oloo in
fha sor. Help us help by reporting injured dgs and cots to the DRCS! You cafl -
wi helpl Feed the dogs and co on the island, bul plecse, no siolen load from
the heselbuifes, as Wou con imaging Mol will D-"ll, couse ouble.

VW celabrate our | 1 ansiversary on the 19 Aprll and everyone i3 welcoma o
visit out Deg and Cot Rescue shelier in Boan Taling Mgom, Come have o snock
and g diink with us gnd leam how the DRCS raalky woeks. Oue d';?ggtd frignds
will b hoppy 1o greet youl”




